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Issue 1 Term 1, 2018 
 

Newsletter 
AESC’s 

I would like to welcome new and existing families to the 2018 school year and extend a 
special welcome to the Year 7 students and their families. The students have transitioned well 
into high school with the positive support from staff and parents. I look forward to getting to 
know all of you during the school year. Mrs Jo Markovic, our Deputy and Mrs Jenny Pritchard, 
our year 11 Teacher have returned to AESC from their secondments with a wealth of 
knowledge and expertise which will benefit our school community. Mrs Sheela Varughese, our 
Curriculum Leader is doing a fantastic job organising student timetable’s and the programs 
being taught in the classrooms.     

In a joint partnership between the mainstream and ESC over the holidays the year 7 and 8 
area was transformed with the addition of two large outdoor rope climbing nets. The 
equipment is really popular and the students are exercising without even knowing it as well as 
developing social and self-confidence skills in a really fun way. The other year groups have 
also had the opportunity to use the equipment during Phys Ed lessons.  The area will be 
completed with the addition of some large sun shades on the perimeter in the near future.  

Last year the Department agreed to provide us with 3 demountable classrooms as the 
mainstream numbers have increased and they are going to have to reclaim room 13. The 
demountables have been delayed but are expected to arrive by the end of term 1. This will 
give us the opportunity to expand our Senior School hub with the teachers of students in year 
10-13 working as a team to provide the best opportunities for your children.  

Check our official Facebook page, Armadale Education Support Centre for regular updates of 
what is happening at school. 
We have some very exciting 
and engaging programs 
running this year and we 
would like you to keep you 
informed about what is 
happening. 

If you need help setting up Facebook please come to the office and ask 
for Melanie Wilson or Tameka Evans. To view our page, you will need a 
Facebook account but you can make your settings private. You do not 
have to add friends to view our page so you can access our page without 
the disadvantages of social media. The school does not currently have a 
website however it is under construction.  

We are currently working towards becoming a Positive Behaviour 
Support School, PBS for short. In the past, school-wide discipline has 
focused mainly on reacting to specific student misbehaviour by 
implementing punishment-based strategies including reprimands, loss of 
privileges, office referrals and suspensions. PBS views inappropriate 
behaviour in the same manner that problems in reading or math are 
viewed, as a skill that needs to be taught. Students will be taught 
appropriate behaviour to establish a school climate in which appropriate 
behaviour is the norm. Staff are currently learning about the PBS 
Framework and passing this knowledge on to our students. Mrs 
Markovic is our PBS coach and she will update you about our PBS 
journey through our newsletter.  

In 2018 we will be re-evaluating our school vision and values to ensure 
our students have every opportunity to succeed. This process will involve 
the whole school community including students, staff, parents and 
broader community. Our goal is to make our school the best it can be.  
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Deputy Principal– Ms Markovic 

What a start 2018 has been! I have returned to AESC with a new drive and determination to take our staff 
and students on new adventures and journey’s. Along with new programs, I am so pleased to be the 
internal coach for our PBS committee.  
 

PBS 

Positive Behaviour Support is all about improving student behaviours in a positive way. It’s about ensuring 
all students have access to the most effective practices and interventions possible to make sure they 
know and understand what is an expected behaviour.  
 

This PBS process will involve staff, students, parents & caregivers and then the wider community. It is a 
major shift in our way of thinking – and it is going to be such a positive transformation for our whole 
school.  
 

Grants 

I have been very busy applying for grants from a number of different agencies to support our school’s 
initiatives. I have used current ideas and programs as the base for all these different grants and hopefully 
if the funding comes through we can take our programs and initiatives to a whole new level.  
 

Student Services  

2018 sees our new Student Services Hub open for business. Just in its early stages we are setting it up to 
be the place where students and staff can utilise a safe space for learning, discussion and therapies.  
 

We have an Aboriginal & Islander Education Officer based in the Hub, with a mini-classroom setup in her 
room so students can use the space to complete work, catch-up on lessons, seek refuge and have 
conversations with their peers and friends. 
 

Myself, the Deputy, is based there so that students and staff can access my office whenever they need to. 
I can host parents, caregivers and outside agencies in the new space and it’s also a nice environment for 
students to spend time in.  
 

There is also a meeting space and a therapy room for when our Speechy and OT are in the school to 
work with our students. 

 

Celebration Days  

This year we aim to celebrate as 
many special days and occasions 
as possible. The aim of Student 
Services is to offer a service to the 
students, and this means to make 
sure we acknowledge as many 
special occasions as we can. 
Some of these special 
celebrations include, Sorry Day – 
NAIDOC week – Harmony Day – 
International Women’s Day – No 
Bullying Day – RUOK Day and so 
many more.  
 

We will let you know of upcoming 
occasions through the Facebook 
page and on our website [which is 
soon to launch].  
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MS1—Mrs Kannan 

A warm welcome to all our Year 7 students and their families. It was exciting to see all the energetic, 
vibrant young minds in action and ready to start the new school year. At Armadale Education Support 
Centre we strive to improve not only their knowledge but also their attitude and behaviours so they can 
become productive members of our community. There are a myriad of amazing opportunities that awaits 
our students in AESC. We offer a range of learning and personal development programs such as, 
ASDAN: New Horizon and Stepping Stones, Cooking, Direct Instructions Spelling, PRIME Maths, Bush 
Rangers, Woodwork, Physical Education, Health and Protective Behaviour. These programs certainly 
aspire our students to reach their personal best besides providing them with the time, opportunity and 
information for a successful high school journey.  
 

As part of Bush Rangers this term we went Dragon Boating at Champions Lake. The students had a 
remarkable and rewarding experience learning how to paddle a Dragon Boat and work in a team. It was a 
lovely and productive excursion and we are very proud of our Year 7 students’ commitment and behaviour 
during the excursion.  
 

Thank you to all parents and carers for providing appropriate stationery and uniforms, and making the 
start of the year  a well-organised and positive one.  
 

In MS1, we aim to inspire all our students  to do everything to the best of their ability and to continue to 
develop their learning behaviour. As an educator, I believe in nurturing my students to achieve their 
personal best and I trust the time in AESC will be a rewarding and memorable one for your children.  
 

Mrs Kannan 
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MS2—Ms Jenkins  

Welcome back everyone this has been the best start to the year. All the year 7’s have come back as 
taller more mature year 8’s. I hope everyone had a fantastic Christmas Holiday and are ready to learn. 
 

This semester a select  group of students are participating in Music Rocks. Amy, Sterling, Matthew B, 
Jason were selected from MS2 and Mrs Candeloro .They have been jamming away for 4 weeks learning 
their new songs. I can’t wait to see them perform. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bushrangers this term has taken the form of Dragon Boating at Champion Lakes. All the students and 
staff have been very involved with the paddling and they all come back exhausted with big smiles on their 
faces. 
 

Community Access has recommenced and MS2 have been out in the Armadale community practicing 
money and social skills.  
 

We are all looking forward to a fantastic year.  
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MS3— Ms Ash 

MS3 have hit the ground running this year with a loaded calendar! First off we have taken part in dragon 
boat racing at Champion Lakes every fortnight. The class really enjoyed the fast paced activity and 
everyone had a good workout by the end of the day.  
 

The next activity the class was involved in was cooking the sausage sizzle for the Student Hang Out 
Day, a day where the whole school got to do fun activities such as dodge ball, watch movies and just 
hang out. The class did a great effort in preparing snacks and the sausage sizzle and then serving them 
to the other students. 
 

Finally, and probably one of the most amazing things the class has taken part in is the community 
service visits to Dale Cottages as part of the ASDAN program. The students spent an afternoon reading 
to, playing games with and just socialising with the elderly residents. Everyone had a great time and both 
parties are eagerly awaiting the next visit! 
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SS1—Ms Jesionek 

Welcome back to a new school year! 2018, as you know, has been a very busy start for all students 
and staff alike. All SS1 students have settled into their class and are very much aware of the class 
routine. 

Currently our students are engaged in a variety of different programs. 

We have started with enthusiasm our ASDAN programs: Developing Communication Skills, Developing 
Numeracy Skills, Work Awareness and Meal Preparation.  

The students are also enrolled in the Community Service Program which has been set up to help 
Western Australian secondary school students understand the value of giving service to the community. 
The program gives students the opportunity to be involved in activities that help others. 

Another very important program introduced in senior school this year is the Community Access 
Program which compliments the Life Skills Program by developing student skills in becoming 
independent, safe travellers on public transport and following road rules. 

As part of our Enterprise, we have started preparation for the Armadale ESC Market Day which will take 
place in term 2 this year. During this event we are going to present our most popular wheat bags, 
shopping bags, dry fruit and also our new ‘Car Wash’ project which is already very popular amongst 
staff.  

The year 11 and 12 students have already completed 2 weeks of Work Experience in a variety of 
places. We have found this program gives students the chance to try out different jobs and also gives 
them a taste of workplace environments. In the past many students have 
gained part time jobs from their placements, and traineeships. 

What a great start to the Bush Ranger program it has been. We’ve had two 
dragon boat lessons already this term at Champion Lakes as part of our 
Bush Ranger excursion and the students enjoyed their experience, 
mastering their paddling techniques. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank parents and carers for their 
participation in the IEP meetings these last couple of weeks. We greatly 

appreciate your 

support as it helps to 
bring the best out of your 
child. Thank you. 

Jedd, Eric and Brad 
completing survey about 

their favourite drinks. 

Jamie making Power Point presentation 
about his communication device 

Shane making Power Point 
presentation about his 

favourite game. 

Eric, Jedd and Brad making 

mini pizzas. 
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Workplace Learning—Mrs Wright 

The Workplace Learning Team would like to congratulate the following students on successfully gaining 
School Based Traineeships through the efforts they have put into their Workplace Learning Placements: 

 

Niall Cavanaugh, Year 13, 
Construction Cert II at MT 

Crates 

Danielle O'Donnell, Year 12, 
Hospitality Cert II at Sizzler Kelmscott 

Brent Mitting, Year 12, Business Cert 
II at Programmed Naval Base 

Kiralee Wilson, Year 13, Animal  
Studies Cert II at Auspets Kennels 

and Cattery 
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Dragon Boat Racing at Champion Lakes 

On Thursday 8th February,  after an early lunch,  the senior school travelled by bus to Champion Lakes 
to learn dragon boat racing. 

Here’s how the students found it! 

I just watched as I wasn’t ready to give it a go…maybe next time!  Madison 

I tried the racing and it was fun…I splashed a lot of water. Ashlee 

I just watched this time and had fun with my friends. Danielle 

The dragon boat racing was fun and exciting at first but near the end I felt sick and didn’t want to be 
splashed anymore.  Leah 

The boat racing was ok but I got a bit bored towards the end.  Seth 

The dragon boat racing was such fun and I want to go again.  Page 

The boat racing was ok but I found it a bit boring after a while.  Brent 

I was glad I gave the dragon boat racing a go and found it pretty ok.  Jarrod 

I had a go and found it fun and exhilarating…it was not in the least hard for me.  Harry 

The dragon boat racing was fun but I got told off for going too fast!  Shukran 

SS3 & SS4—Ms Mila & Ms Fleay 
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SS3 & SS4—Ms Mila & Ms Fleay 
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Bushrangers 
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Community Activities 

 

Please see our flyer and online registration link 
for our Red Devils No Limits Netball Program 
for People with Disabilities. 
 

https://netball.resultsvault.com/common/pages/
reg/welcome.aspx?
fl=1&type=1&id=34374&entityid=39678 

https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnetball.resultsvault.com%2Fcommon%2Fpages%2Freg%2Fwelcome.aspx%3Ffl%3D1%26type%3D1%26id%3D34374%26entityid%3D39678&data=02%7C01%7CFiona.SKINNER%40education.wa.edu.au%7C7dbc65979617402c4ac708d5
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnetball.resultsvault.com%2Fcommon%2Fpages%2Freg%2Fwelcome.aspx%3Ffl%3D1%26type%3D1%26id%3D34374%26entityid%3D39678&data=02%7C01%7CFiona.SKINNER%40education.wa.edu.au%7C7dbc65979617402c4ac708d5
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnetball.resultsvault.com%2Fcommon%2Fpages%2Freg%2Fwelcome.aspx%3Ffl%3D1%26type%3D1%26id%3D34374%26entityid%3D39678&data=02%7C01%7CFiona.SKINNER%40education.wa.edu.au%7C7dbc65979617402c4ac708d5
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Please note that student 
attendance forms have 

been sent home. They need 
to be completed and 

returned to the school 
ASAP. 

 

Dates to Remember! 
 

First Aid Focus MS2, MS3, SS1, SS2, SS3, SS4 —13 March 

Armadale Library SS3 & SS4 —16 March 

Armadale Library SS1 —21 March 

Armadale Shopping District MS2 —23 March & 6 April 

Urban Art Project SS3 & SS4 —26—29 March 

Easter 30/3—2/4 

Easter Tuesday (School Closed) - 3 April 

Kelmscott Agricultural Farm SS3 & SS4—5 April 

Kelmscott Library SS3 & SS4—6 April 

Kelmscott Library SS1—11 April 

Term 1 Finishes—13 April 

Term 2 Starts—1 May 

Voluntary Contributions & Charges 
2018 

Your contribution towards your child’s fees is relied upon strongly. 
Every little bit helps in us being able to provide quality education 
and experiences for our students. 

Payments can be made by: Cash, Credit Card, EFTPOS or Direct 
Debit.  

Armadale Education Support Centre 

BSB: 066 040 

Account: 19900559 

Ref:  (Student name)  

If you are having trouble paying your fees, please call Karen on  

9497 6435 so you can make arrangements to pay instalments. 

EVERY BIT COUNTS!! 

WIN ! WIN ! WIN!  
 

2018 Incentive 

 

Win a Samsung Galaxy Tablet! 
 

Pay your contributions IN FULL by 3rd 
April 2018 and you will go into a draw to 

win this fantastic prize! 

Uniform Shop  

Opening Hours 

During School Terms 

Wednesday 8.15am –11.15am 

Friday 8.15am—11.15am 

REMINDER! 
Secondary Assistance 

Scheme 
Applications Close 13 April 

2018 (End of Term 1) 
 

You may be eligible for up to 
$350 towards school expenses 

 

Available to those who hold a:  

 Centrelink Health Care 
Card 

 Centrelink Pensioner 
Concession Card,  or 

 Veterans’ Affairs Pension-
er Concession Card 

Please ask for more information 
if you are unsure. 

 

Please note, you must visit the 
office IN PERSON to apply for 

this benefit. 


